November 3, 2000

CMP-11 ¥O:TP:IA:TT 55T

TO: ALl Directors, Field Oyeraticns
All Port Directors

FROM: Director, Trade Frograms

SUBJECT: TBT-00-026 Exemption of Visa, Juckta, Guaranteed
Access Levels (GAL), and ZAL Certification tor
Certain Teustile and Apparel Articles from
Designated Cariboean Basin Trade Partnersh:p Act
(CBTFA) Beneficiary Countries

PASS 'TD: Assistant Port Directors, Trade, National Zmoort
Spaclallists, Inmport Fpeclalists, Inspectors, Entry

Officers, Brokers, lmporters and cther I[nterested
Parties

BACKGEOIUND @

Title ID c¢f the Trade and Development Act of 205U ‘"the Act™),
whicn was signed into law on May 18, 2000, autherjizec the
expansicn of trade benefits to designated countries in the
Caribbean Basin. This trade program provides for the er.toy of
specific Textile and apparel articies f{ree of duty and fres of
any quantitative restrictions, limitcations or conssltation
levels, asg well as other benefits teo non-textile produzsts.

On Ccteber 2, 2000, The Fresident designated the foilowing,
areng other, as benefiziary countries and U.S. Trade
Representative oifice delermirned that the <ountries listed below
Fave inplemented anc follow, or are making substantial proyress
toward implementing the requirements and relevant >rocedures of
Thapter 5 of the North American Free Tradde Agresrment [NAFTA) @

Balize Malitl
Costa Kica Honduras
Domlnican Republic Jamaica
El Salvador NiTaragua
Guatemalesg Panama

The Committee for the Implementation of Textile Agreements
CITA}, in a directive dated Qctober 30, 2000, effecrtive Ocraoper
2, 2000, exemots certain textiles and arparel artvicles, produced
cr manufactured in Costz Rica, Dominican Republic, El Salwvador,
suatemala, Halti, Jamaiza ana Panama from current appli-able
quola, guaranteed access levels (GALY, GAL certificate
rejJuirements, and visa reguirem=nts.

Therefore, effective ZJctobezr 2, 2000, cervain texctiles anpd
apparel articles imported from these counrtries than cualify for




duty and quota free treatment under Section 211 of the Act are

nct subject te the otherwise applicable quota, GALs, GAL
certificarte requirements, and vissa reguirements.

Baneflits for certain textiles and dpparel articles from the

ceneficiary countries are limited for one-year pericds,

peginning Octuper 2, 2300 and ending September 30, 2008§.

Appllcable guocta, GALs, GAL certificate reguirements, ard viga
reguirements will apply for gqualifying imports of textile and apparel
articies in excess of each of Lhecne-year quantitative limitations.

ACTICN:

The importation of gcods under the CBTPA previsicns will no
ionger be subject to otherwise applicakble quota, GAL, visa or
GAL certification requirements. However, the programming ter
the quota mocule has not been completed to accommodate this
requirement change and the trade congunity may experience
difficulty ir processing entries until these cranges are made,
Apprepriate @BTs on specific reporting instructions will be
issued shortly.

INFORMATION:
If ycu have any questions concerning this matter, please contact

Susan Thomas at (202) 927-3719, Cina Tayler at {(Z02) 927-4682,
Cherie Parsons at{202) 927-7002 or Bob Abe’ s at {232) Q2713483

/s/
Elizabeth 5. Durant

CC &xecutive Director, Field Operations




